
Attachment 2

ANTIDEGRADATION LANGUAGE IN THE BASINPLAJN

Amend the following language from page 3-1.00 (paragraph 4) of the Basin Plan as shown
below: .

In addition, the State Water Board .. Policy With Respect to Maintaining High

Quality Waters in California" (state Antidegradation Policy) also applies. 11!g.
state Dolicv incorDorates the federal Antidef!radation Policv. where the federal
Antidegradation Poli~ is applicable.

2. Amend the following language from page 3-2.00 of the Basin Plan:

GENERAL OBJECTIVE
The following objective shall apply to all waters of the Region.

Whenever the existing quality of the water is better than the water quality
objectives established herein, such existing quality shall be maintained unless
otherwise provided by the provisions of the State Water Resources Control Board
Resolution No. 68-16, 'Statement of Policy With Respect to Maintaining High
Quality Waters in California, 'including any revisions thereto. A copy of this
policy is included verbatim in the Appendix Section of this Plan.

State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) Resolution No. 68-16
contains the state Antidef!radation Policv. It is titled the "Statement Qf Policy

with Res ect to Maintainin i h ali Waters in Cali omia and is commonl

known as ., Resolution 68-16. " The State Board has interDreted Resolution No.

68-16 to incoroorate the federal Antidef!radation Poli~ where thefederal_Dolicv

aDDlies. (State Board Order WOO 86-17). The federall!.olidv isfoWJd at 40 CFR

Section 131.12. The state and federal antidef!radation l!.olicies are included as
Appendices to the Basin Plan.

The state Antidegradation Policv apolies more comprehensivelv to water gualitv
changes than the federal o.oli~. In o.articular. the state /lolicy applies to both
groundwater and surface waters whose guali~ meets or exceeds (better than)
water guali~ oQiectives. The state ~olicv establishes two conditions that m~t be

met b~fore the guali~ Qf high guali~ waters m~be lowered by waste

discharf!es. First. the state must determine that lowering the guali~ Qf high

guali~ waters:

1.
2.

3.

Will be cQnsistent with the maximumben~fit to the~oDle Qfthe state,
Willnol unreayonablv affect /l.resent and anticipated ben~ficial uses Qf
such water, and

Will not result in water guali~ less than that /l.re~cribed in ~tate /l.o/icies
e, , water uali ob'ectives in Water i Control Plans ,

Second. an_v activities that result in discharges to high guali!rwaters are
reguired to a) meet waste dischar2:e reguirements that will result in the best

Jl.racticabletreatment or control Qf the dischar2:e necessary to avoid oollution or

nuisance and b maintain the hi hest water uali consistent with the maximum

ben£/it to the oeoDle of the state. If such treatment or control results in a
dischar e that maintains the existin water uali then a lowerin 0 water
gualitv would not be consistent with Resolution 68-16. Likewise. the discharge
could not be allowed under Resolution 68-16: a) if the dischar2:e. even efter



treatment. would unreasonably affect beneficial uses or b) would not comDly with
9DRlicable /l.rovisions Qfwater gualitv control ~lans.

The federal Antidei!radation Policv aDDlies to surface waters. reJlardless of the
water gualitv. Where water auali~ is better than the minimum necessary to
su ort instream uses the ederal olic re uires that uali to be maintained
and I!.rotected. unless the state finds. after ensuring I!.ublic I!.articiDation. that:

1.

2.
3.

Such activi~ is necess~ to accommodate important economic or social
development in the area in which the waters are located.
Water rotect existi and
The highest statutoa and regHlatoa reguirementsfor all new and existing
p;.oint source dischar.2'es and all cost-effective and reasonable best

mana oint source control are achieved.

Under this EoliCY. an activi~ that results in discharJle would be Erohibited if the
discharge will lower the gualitv of surface waters that do not currently attain
water gualitv standards.

Both. the state and federal antidef!radation I!.olicies acknowledJle that an activi~
that results in a minor water gualitv lowerinJl. even if incrementallv small. £an
result in violation of antidef!radation eolicies throUJlh cumulative effects.
es~Deciallv.for examDle. when the waste is a cumulative. Dersistent. or
bioaccumulative J!Qllutant.

The state and federal antidegradation ll.olicies are enforceable indeoendent of
this Basin Plan _orovision. The above summary of the state and federal
antide adation licies is rovided merel or the convenience 0 the reader.

1

gualitY was. or is. syitable to allow such a use to occur..
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